Youth Disconnection in Region 2
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How do we define disconnection and what share of
Region 20s youth are di sc

Wh at are the characteri st
disconnected youth?

How has the region fared on dropouts, graduates,
and college-going? And can the characteristics of
students tell us anything about what lies ahead?



The region was home to about youth aged
16-24 circa 2007.

That translates into roughly per single-year
cohort, although the distribution of population is

, lower In the late teens and early 20s when
some youth leave the region for college.

The traditional definition of disconnection includes
youth who are and .

(11%) of the regilonos
definition.



Problems With the Traditional Definition of

Disconnection

Each year, the Census
Bureau sets poverty
thresholds (the

Federal Poverty

Level or FPL) that vary
by family size and
composition.

Each threshold is a

Néstatisti c:

not a complete
description of what
people and families

need t Many i Vv ¢

social assistance
programs phase out by

twice (200% ) the FPL.

The traditional definition of disconnection
Includes almost 6,000 non -workers
resi ding i n househol
above 200% FPL

And it misses 18,000 workers N
households with income below 200%
FPL .

In 2009 for

a family of 100% FPL 200% FPL
One $11,201 $22,401
Two $14,051 $28,102

Three $17,163 $34,326
Four $22,025 $44,050




Low-income

(20%)

ng t he

R

- 127,000 youth aged

16-24.

- 54,000 (43%) are

not enrolled in school.

26,000 (20%) are
not in school and live
below 200% of FPL.

- And 8,000 (6%) are

not enrolled in school,
not working, and live
below 200% FPL.




All youth enrolled in school.

All youth currently residing in
households with incomes above 200% FPL.

All youth who are working, in
households with incomes below 200% FPL, and
likely dependent on government subsidies.

All youth who are neither enrolled nor
working and in households with incomes below
200% FPL.



As youth age, working dependents grow to 25%,
and idle depend%ts level off at 8%
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Where do working and idle poor youths live?

- Multnomah County
has about 14,992
(58%) of the regi
working and idle poor

- Washington County
has 10,831 (42%)




Who are the Working and Idle Poor?

14,992 Working
& ldle Poor in
Multhomah
County (20% of
all youth)

10,831 Working
& ldle Poor In
Washington
County (19% of
all youth)

T
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Lang. other
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spoken

at home

Non-White

Not
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Who are the Working and Idle Poor?

14,992 Working

& ldle Poor in 1— |

MU|tnOmah Speak only English at home ‘
]

County (20% of -

a” yOUth) Graduated High School

10,831 Working
& ldle Poor in |

Are not working
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all youth)




Regional profile of at
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The region has many
youths with risk factors
for disconnection.

But, other than TANF,
no single program
connects with a
significant share of
these youths.

Stronger connections
across programs would
help better identify and
target services for these
at-risk youth.



Tracking individuals across programs and systems Is
difficult and complicates identifying individual risk
factors across multiple programs.

Program data systems

There is to readily track
Individuals across systems.

Schools typically track only what is
Even these data are not always readily available.

The K-12 and higher education systems have made
progress in recent years, but more needs to be done.



About of Mul t noma i gr&ders, andy 6

of Washington Countyo0s
time (within four years of entering 9 ™ grade). The
average for the region is

About of Multhomah 9th graders, and of
Washington Countyos wi | |
school within four years ( for the region).

By the time individuals reach their 20s, about
of the regionbés resihyent s
or



2008 -09 High School Enroliment Overview

7% of the regionds e dhegharagleisticsio{af. €t s

students diifer from those o

attended alternative school the general population.
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Youth enrolled in Alternative Education, by race and
percentage of total in County program







