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Youth disconnection - The Big Picture  

·126,878  youth aged 
16-24. 
 
·53,974 (43%) are not 

enrolled in school. 
 
·26,355 (20%)  are not 

in school and live 
below 200% of FPL. 
 
·And 8,149 (6%)  are 

not enrolled in school, 
not working, and live 
below 200% FPL. 
 

 
 
 
 

All youth 16-24 in 
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Low-income 
(20%) 

Low-income, 
not working 

(6%) 

Source: ECONorthwest analysis of 2006 -2008 American Community Survey  
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Refined categories help target the policy response 

·Working poor: All youth 
who are working, in 
households with incomes 
below 200% FPL, and likely 
dependent on government 
subsidies. 

·Idle poor: All youth who 
are neither enrolled nor 
working and in households 
with incomes below 200% 
FPL. 
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8,149 idle poor:  
Low-income, not 

working:  

18,175 working 
poor: Low-income but 

working  

26,355 Low income youth  



Where do 26,355 working and idle-poor youths live? 

Source: ECONorthwest analysis of the Census Bureauôs 2006-08 American Community Survey  data.  

 
·Multnomah County 

has about 14,992 
(58%) of the regionôs 
working and idle poor  

·Washington County 
has 10,831 (42%)  
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Who are the Working and Idle Poor? 

Source: ECONorthwest analysis of 2006 -2008 American Community Survey data  

14,992  Working 
& Idle Poor in 
Multnomah 
County (45% 
are non -white)  
 
10,831 Working 
& Idle Poor in 
Washington 
County (43% 
are non -white)  
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Exploring the Origins of Dependent Youth  

·About 35% of Multnomah Countyôs 9th graders, and 
22%  of Washington Countyôs will not graduate on 
time (within four years of entering 9 th grade).  

 

·By the time individuals reach their 20s, about 11%  
of the regionôs residents report not having a high 
school diploma  or GED . 
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High School Dropouts by District  

Dropout Rate for 2007 -
08 School Year 

Source: ECONorthwest analysis of ODE data.   

6 



The dropout rate accelerates over time 

Source: ECONorthwest analysis of ODE data.   
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A districtôs share of the regionôs dropouts is often 
disproportionate to share of enrollment  
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